INTRODUCTION                               Xlll
Postmaster General's office barred the book from the mails
under the Espionage Act.
The equally penetrating An Inquiry into the Nature of
Peace and the Terms of Its Perpetuation underwent a simi-
lar fate. Spokesmen of patriotic organizations denounced
Veblen as a pacifist 5 agents of the Department of Justice held
that the book called for more severe penalties upon Germany
than were publicly advocated by the Entente powers.
In this book Veblen forecast the future history of the
yet to be born peace treaty and the League of Nations, and
presented at great length the plan and terms of what he
conceived might be a permanent "pacific league." But the
government overlooked Veblen as it scoured the country
for economic advisers on these paramount questions 3 it pre-
ferred the conventional run of the profession who were
accustomed to ignoring Veblen's numerous constructive pro-
posals by calling him, at best, a mere critic.
With the cessation of hostilities there was only a negli-
gible demand for either of these works. Germany was now
ostensibly a republic and those whom Veblen called the
"subsidized pacifists" were in the saddle, proclaiming obso-
lete, innocuous solutions.
But today with the world trembling on the brink of war,
and Germany going through those evolutions sketched by
Veblen, his cosmic spirit again impresses a world that can-
not escape from his persistent influence, because he under-
stood its drives.
The scope of Imperial Germany and the Industrial Revo-
lution extends far beyond the case of Germany. It requires
no reading of his equally prophetic and neglected "Oppor-